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CAS  110-80-5 
 
Substance name Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether (also called 2-ethoxyethanol) 

 
Toxicity 
 
Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether is listed as a reproductive hazard by the state of California and the 
European Union.1,2   Consistent adverse effects on male reproductive organs and sperm have been 
observed in multiple species. These effects include testicular atrophy, degeneration of testicular tubules, 
decrease in sperm counts and motility, and an increase in the number of abnormal sperm cells.3 
Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether has been shown to affect fertility in both sexes of rodents and cause 
developmental effects.3   Hematotoxic effects, such as hemolytic anemia, have also been reported.3 

 
Exposure 
 
Ethylene glycol monoethyl ether is primarily used as a chemical intermediate in the chemical industry.  It 
is also used an an industrial solvent for nitrocellulose, varnish removers, cleansing solutions, and dye 
baths. It has been used for the formulation of paints, lacquers, varnishes and printing inks.3,4  It’s use as 
a solvent in cleaning agents and cosmetics may have been phased out in Europe due to concerns about 
reproductive toxicity.3  Testing by the Danish EPA found it in marker pen sets, the coatings of wooden 
toys, and children’s tents.5 
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